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Thrivent Choice 
 Thrivent Choice giving is important to us. If you are a 

Thrivent member, please consider 
designating Our Saviour's for your 
Thrivent Choice gift. If you already 
have - Thank you!  If not, you can click 
on the logo on our website and 
designate us as your choice. 
 Through your generous 
designations, Our Saviour's has 
received $3,330 Thrivent Choice 

dollars so far in 2014. Keep up the wonderful designating! 
 

 A new way to donate to Our 
Saviour’s is through the Amazon Smile 
program. Every time you purchase 
something at Amazon.com using 
AmazonSmile a percentage of your 
purchase price will be donated to us. 
 

Campbell Soups Labels 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church participates in the 

Campbell’s Labels for Education program.  We welcome you 
sending UPCs and bottle caps from eligible products.  
Information on which products qualify can be found at: 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-
products.aspx. 

You can now do e-Labels if you use a grocery 
store or another merchant card. These points 
can be deposited directly into our account. To 
check into this, look at  eLabelsforeducation on 
the Internet. 
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A Reminder for All You Generous Givers 
 Please make sure to include your name and return address 
inside when you send a package or box. Often 
things get sent from a mail store and do not include this 
information. Sadly, we have no idea who sent those donations. 
So, if you have not received a thank-you note, we apologize 
and say “thank you” now! 
 

The Ambassador 1000 Program 

The Ambassador 1000 program is one way 
we look to create a stable donor base. If you 
would like to participate, please indicate your 
pledge of support on your first donation. On 
your subsequent donations write “Ambassador.” 
Thank you. 

Information about the Ambassador 1000 
program can be found on our website. Or, write, 
call, or e-mail, and we will send the information 

to you. 
 

FaceBook 
 Please “like” our FaceBook page at “Our Saviour's 
Lutheran Church – Rocky Boy, MT”. 
**************************************************************************** 
We would like to send more newsletters out by e-mail. If you are 
able to receive it by e-mail, please contact Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church at office@oslcrb.org. Also, we keep current mailing 
addresses on file in case the e-mail address fails. 
**************************************************************************** 
Has your mailing address or e-mail address changed? If so, 
please let us know. If you receive this by mail, but were expecting 
it by e-mail, we may not have your current e-mail address. To 
check, send us an e-mail.  

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-products.aspx
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-products.aspx
http://www.elabelsforeducation.com/
mailto:office@oslcrb.org
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From Loni Whitford, Church Council President 
 Tansi! Greetings! My name is Loni Whitford. I am and have 
been a member of Our Saviour's here in Rocky Boy. I 
am very proud of our home here on our Reservation. I love 
sharing our history and “showing off” our beautiful little 
mountains. We have a lot of natural rock and hill formations 
that have special meaning to our culture and community. 
 Born and raised here in Rocky Boy, I was brought up with 
our Chippewa Cree tribal culture, language, and traditions. I 
was also raised and baptized in our church. My hope is that 
YOU will come and visit our land and see for yourself the 
spectacular sights! 
 Many blessings to you and yours and happy holidays! 
 
Thank you for Your Spiritual and Financial Support 

In this time of economic stress, we cannot thank you 
enough for your continued support to the ministry of Our 
Saviour’s on the Rocky Boy’s Reservation. Please continue to 
pray for us, as we do for you. We hope you are able to 
continue with your financial support as well. 

We constantly thank God for each one of you who 
remember us in any way. Thank you! 

 
What the Ministry of Our Saviour’s Looks Like 
 Many people ask what is it we do here at Our Saviour’s? 
The congregation has been a worshiping community on the 
Rocky Boy’s Reservation for about 80 years, but, historically, it 
has also served as social service agency, post office, and 
school. It has been a gathering place where women have come 
together to bead and quilt. The former pastors’ wives bought 
bead work that was then sold and sent out across the United 
States. It has been a place where every Christmas everyone 
on the Reservation came to get a Christmas package that was 
made up of things that were sent in barrels to the church and 
then wrapped in brown paper and labeled with each person’s 
name. It has been a place of worship and church school, a 
place of weddings and wakes and funerals. It has been a place 
where people could gather, talk about God and learn from the 
Bible and see how traditional ways and the Christian faith can 
be and are truly integrated. These are the stories you hear 
from the Chippewa Cree people when they are asked. It was a 
ministry that many non-Indian people became involved with 
from a distance. It was somewhere money and things were 
sent to help the Native people. And, it was a place some came 
to serve and work among the people. 
 So, what does the ministry today look like? 
 Over the years many things have changed and a number 
of buildings have been added. Where once there was a log 
chapel, a log parsonage, a small log house, a small log barn, 
and a wood frame multi-purpose building, there are now 11 
buildings. Four of the original buildings are still here (the small 
log house is gone), but two maintenance garages (one heated 
and one unheated), four cabins, and a large worship & 
community gathering space (the Big Church) have been added. 
Along with these changes, the ministry itself now has, basically, 
a three-fold purpose. 
 First, there is the Word and Sacrament ministry Our 
Saviour's has to the small congregation that worships on 
Sundays and gathers at other times for special Church 

holidays, Bible study, and Advent and Lenten devotions.  For 
us, Holy Week has been a particularly special time of worship 
and gathering together. 
 Second, there is Our Saviour's presence in the Rocky Boy 
community. The church opens its doors to the community to 
use space for wakes, funerals, meetings, birthday parties, etc. 
The Sewing Group that historically was such a big part of the 
ministry has recently been revitalized and now has a consistent 
– and growing – group of women. Some come to worship, 
some do not. They meet three times a week to sew, knit and 
crochet, and bead together. 
 We continue to look for ways to reach out into the 
community. Just this past spring we started a sustainable 
kitchen garden through which we have been able to share 
fresh produce with our neighbors in elders' housing on Mission 
Drive. 
 Third, there is Our Saviour's presence in the world. In 
reaching out beyond the boundaries of the Reservation, we 
open our facility to be a place of learning and a place of 
meeting between cultures during servant groups, cross-cultural 
immersion events (for church groups, for seminarians, and for 
others), and retreats. It is during these times we hope to serve 
as a bridge over which people cross to meet and get to know 
one another. It is here we hope to work as an agent of change 
in the world around us helping facilitate strangers to become 
friends thus breaking down stereotypes and other barriers 
 Because we are a relatively small facility, we can take 
smaller groups for the events we plan. Through God’s grace 
and the Spirit’s action, along with our own strength, purpose, 
and ingenuity, we look to grow our ministry in all three of the 
areas. 
 How can you help you may ask? Not only do we desire 
your financial support, but we would like you to come and visit. 
Organize a group from your congregation, or work with several 
congregations in your area, to come for a servant group or a 
cross-cultural immersion event or a retreat. 
 
Receiving and Giving Gifts 
 We have all heard the phrase, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” At Our Saviour’s we receive many gifts from 
all over the country. For this we are very thankful. 
 But, it is also very important that we give back, too. We are 
not the Dead Sea! This means we do not just have gifts flowing 
in. There must also be gifts flowing out as well for us to be a 
healthy community of faith. 
 Therefore, not only do we help and work within our own 
community, but we give to other needs as well. We know what 
it is like to be a ministry that will never be self-sustaining in the 
traditional sense we have within the Church. For this reason, it 
has been our choice to give to ministries like our own. Though 
the gifts may be small, our mission-giving goes to several other 
Indian ministries within the ELCA, the Montana Synod prison 
ministry, and the two Montana Synod campus ministries. We 
also give to Lutheran Disaster Response, from whom we 
received so much help after our two most recent floods. 
 We pray we can always be a community through which 
God’s rich blessings may flow into and back out of. May this be 
so. 
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Meet Our Servant Groups from 2014 
 The past summer we had Servant Groups from seven 
states: Trinity Lutheran Church, Dallas, Oregon; Lutheran 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Joanne 
Carlson, Vienna, Virginia; St. Mark’s at the Narrows Lutheran 
Church, Tacoma, Washington; Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Everett, Washington; The Sewing Ladies, Platteville, Wisconsin; 
Christ Lutheran Church, Somerset, Wisconsin; and, Pastor 
Tonya Eza from Hope Lutheran Church, Powell, Wyoming. 
What a blessing it is to make new friends and welcome them to 
Our Saviour’s and to the Rocky Boy’s Reservation. 
 Each of these groups did some work on-site at Our 
Saviour’s and some work off site at homes on the Reservation. 
Work off-site this year included painting the interior of one 
house, mowing the lawns of our elderly neighbors on Mission 
Drive, and installing deadbolts on one home. Work on-site 
included painting the Parsonage, replacing a ramp into the Big 
Church, working in the kitchen garden, and digging trenches 
around one of the cabins in order to install a French drain. 

 During two 
weeks of Servant 
Events, we also 
had our Vacation 
Bible School 
which was run in 
conjunction with 
counselors from 
Flathead Lutheran 
Bible Camp 
(located near 

Lakeside, Montana and on Flathead Lake) and which some 
members of the Servant Groups helped with, too. 
 
Rocky Boy Kids to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 
 In August our Pastor Linda and Pastor Ellen, from 
American Lutheran Church, Harlem-Hogeland-Turner, MT, took 
seven kids from Rocky Boy and Ps. Ellen’s granddaughter from 
CA to FLBC in one of the church vans. Another one of the kids, 
who is currently living on the Salish-Kootenai Reservation 
where her mom is in college, met them there. 
 Each of the kids and their families were asked to 
participate in fund-raisers and help pay something towards the 
transportation costs (gas and food for the 5 to 6-hour trip). 
Camperships for the Rocky Boy kids were sent directly to 
FLBC by several WELCA groups. Any fees that Our Saviour’s 
and the camperships did not cover, FLBC graciously gave 
camperships from their funds to cover our kids.  
 Thank you to all who helped our kids enjoy a week of 
camp! If you would like to help the kids go the camp this in 
August 2015, gifts for camperships can be sent directly to 
FLBC for Our Saviour’s kids. 
 
Meet Our Immersion Event Groups from 2014 
 We had two Immersion Events occur in September. Our 
ministry at Our Saviour's is distinctly Lutheran, but we welcome 
groups from other denominations and faiths. 
 We were very pleased to have a group of youth and adults 
from the Montana Disciples of Christ congregations come for a 
3-day Cross-Cultural Immersion Event. This event was planned 

for a time 
when 
school 
teachers 
where at a 
conferenc
e and the 
students 
had an 
extra-long 

weekend. This picture is from the mini pow-wow we had with 
the Blue Coats Drum Group and dancers of various ages and 
dance styles. 
 The second Immersion Event started out with just a single 
congregation coming from Pennsylvania. Later, two seminary 
students were added into the mix, one from Luther Seminary 
(St. Paul, MN) and one serving as an intern serving in Montana 
from Trinity Seminary (Columbus, OH). The Montana Synod 
Director of Evangelical Mission, George Karres, was also 
present. There were several people in the group from PA who 
had been to Rocky Boy before and had friends within the 
community. Through these previously established relationships, 
the entire group benefited in getting to know more people in the 
Rocky Boy community, along with the other activities and 
meetings that were planned for them. 
 
The Kitchen Garden 
 Through a Hunger Grant received from the ELCA, we were 
able to start our kitchen garden this past summer. We had a 
really late and very wet spring. But, the garden was started and 
some of the produce given to our neighbors in the elderly 
housing next to the church compound. We look to be able to 
start seedling for planting this coming spring and be able to use 
some of the fresh produce from the garden for our Servant 
Events in 2015 and give more to our neighbors. 
 
Projects for 2015 and 2016 
 We always plan to work on the lawns of our elder 
neighbors on Mission Drive. With as many ramps and decks 
that we have around our buildings, repair, replacement, and 
painting is on-going. We will be replacing floors in two of the  
cabins. This summer will be the time to paint the Mission 
House. We hope to re-roof the two shingle portions of the Big 
Church roof. Other projects within the community always come 
up, but have not been identified at this time. 
 In 2016, we are looking to install metal roofs on the four 
cabins we use for summer Servant Groups. We, also, hope do 
some renovation projects in the Mission House. 
 
2015 Servant Events 
 It is not too early to make plans to come for a Servant 
Event in 2015. Churches are already making inquires. The 
dates for summer servant events are posted on the website 
calendar. But, remember, these events are not limited to 
summer! Groups are welcome year round. Check out the 
information and the availability of weeks on the calendar on our 
website. 
 We have the ability to be more flexible than some larger 
organizations. We can take smaller groups, work with groups 
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that are mostly adults, or only adults, and we can work with 
those that want to focus on certain types of work, e.g. sewing 
with ladies of the community. 
 
2015 Immersion Events 
 Not everyone is interested in coming to the Rocky Boy’s 
Reservation to do mostly work projects. While our Servant 
Events include cultural learning, most groups want to do work. 
Our Immersion Events are focused on learning about the 
Chippewa-Cree people and their culture. Some work is 
included, but is not the main part of the experience. Please go 
to our website and find the Cultural Immersion link for more 
information. You will find an example of what we can offer. 
Please contact us with any questions you may have. 
 
Personal and Small Group Retreats 
 Personal retreat time is available at our facility during most 
times during the year. We have space set aside for individuals, 
couples, or a small group that would like to have a time of quiet 
and contemplation, individually and/or as a group.  
 After the cabins are closed for the winter (between the end 
of October to late March), groups are restricted to 10 to 12 
individuals. Between April and October, when the cabins are 
open, larger groups can be accommodated. If you have 
questions, please contact us. 
 
Layette Ministry 

Our layette program is very popular.  Layettes help new 
mothers on the reservation. We appreciate anything that we 
receive for the Layette program. On behalf of those receiving 
this gift, we say “thank you”. 

Our main items in a layette are: 
3 onesies   1 hooded baby towel 
10 newborn disposal diapers 2 bibs 
3 receiving blankets  1 baby quilt 
1 cap    1 wash cloth 
3 sleepers   1 small baby oil   
3 T- Shirts   1 baby wash or soap 
3 pairs of socks or booties 1 baby powder 
 Some things we like to include are heavy or bulky. If you 
would like to send a monetary gift to buy diapers, lotions, soap, 
etc., please designate it for the “layette ministry”. 
 
Our Saviour’s “Wish List” 
 We are so thankful for all the gifts that we do receive.   
We need: a computer for the office, computer projector, mini 
bobcat, air compressor, chain saw, circular saw, jigsaw, a small 
trailer for hauling things, and various other small pieces of 
equipment for general work around our site and other places 
we may go to do work projects. We always need layette items 
and new items for Christmas gifts. 
 
The Education Fund 

Donations for our Education Fund are greatly appreciated. 
This fund is used for college scholarships and Vacation Bible 
School expenses. In 2014, we received designated gifts from a 
congregation in California, a family foundation in Montana, and 
various individuals from across the country that helped support 
this work. 

Each student who applies for a scholarship must meet 
certain criteria and fill out an application. This information is all 
available on our website. 

We selected five students to receive monthly stipends for 
the 2014-2015 school year. They are attending a variety of 
colleges and universities, four within Montana and one in Iowa. 

In Summer 2014, there were about 40 kids, total, that came 
to two weeks of VBS. This is run in conjunction with counselors 
from Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp and some of the 
volunteers from the Servant Groups that are here those two 
weeks. 
 
Why Become a Ministry Partner? 

Ministry Partners (aka Mission Partners) are very important 
to us and we have had people ask how they or their 
congregation or organization can become one. There are 
several different ways. One is to go directly through the ELCA 
office in Chicago. Another is to go through the Montana Synod 
or through your own synod, if it is different. Lastly, you can 
covenant directly with Our Saviour’s. These partnerships may 
have a specific time-frame and/or be for a specified monetary 
amount. Always, any commitment involves on-going prayer and 
communication. Donations can also be made on-line at our 
website through PayPal. 

 
Endowment Funds, Mission Outreach Funds, or Ministry 
or Community Foundations 

If your congregation has an endowment fund or funds set 
aside for mission outreach, please let us know if this is 
something we could apply for. Through various congregations 
and church and community-based foundations, we have 
received money that has helped us in various ways. We have 
been able to purchase the copier that we produce the TeePee 
Smoke newsletter on. We have been able to purchase a 
second new-to-us 15-passenger van. Though we have not 
purchased as at time of printing the TeePee Smoke, we have 
received enough in our truck fund to purchase a “new-to-us” 
truck. 

All of these things would not have been possible without 
your help in letting us know what is available out there for us to 
apply for.  And, you may know of others. We are open to 
suggestions. This year we recently received $1,000 from a 
community foundation in Maine that someone from that 
community applied to for us. We appreciate all the help we 
receive! 
 
Estate Planning 

We appreciate those who have remembered us in their 
trusts and wills. If you have not done so, we ask you to 
prayerfully consider Our Saviour’s and the ministry on the 
Rocky Boy’s Reservation in your estate planning. 
 
Closing prayer 

As we celebrate Christmas, we thank you, Lord God, for 
sending your Son, Jesus, to be born on earth for the salvation 
of the world. Thank you for Ministry Partners who share in in 
our work among the people of Rocky Boy. Thank you for all the 
companions we have along the Way. May we be a blessing to 
one another. May we always rest in You.  Amen. 


